-(Maternal grandparents of Lenora Starkey Gerrard)
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vear 10L2 was an lmportant one for me, bescause that year two
wers born who in due time became my grandparents. To Richard PFowk

‘Sappass waa norn a baby boy, in the town of Ibatock, Leicegtarshl
on February 13, He was given the name of Reuben --Reuben Fowkes,
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A short dlstance away, in the town of Chesterfleld, Derbyshire, Ingland,

to William Bacon snd Caroline North, a baby daughter had arrived ten days \
. eaplier, on February 8, 13Lh2. . 3he was named Mary, --Mary Bacon. Thase \\
two children grew to maturity, met, fell 1in love, and were married in the R

year 1863 on Easter Sunday, which came that year on April 5, They balongad
to ths Church of England, : :

Reuben's vocation was that of a civil engineer.,  His wife Mary was an
expart talloress. She spun the cloth, and made men's sults.. S3he was a
good cook, .was gifted'in music, and also had a lovely singing volce.

These two peoble were converted to Mormonism by Latter Day Saint Misslon-
aries. , Two little daughters were born to them in England, Edith Ellzabseth,
arnd Esther Ellen, When the children wers two, and eight months, rsspesctive-
1y, this little family embarked- for America on June 30, 18638, sailing from

Liverpcol on the steamship Minnesota. — There were 53k emigrating salnts who
gailed on that voyage. They were under the direction of John Yarry. Thay

aprived in New York July 12, 1868, From there they travelsd by rail to
Laramie, Wyoming, which was then the terminus of the Union Paciflc Railroad,
Heps they joined Captain Chester Loveland's company and procesded %o Salt Leake
City by wagon fraln, A Mr., Cluff was in charge of their division, They
lert Laramie July 22, 1863, arriving in Salt Leke City Auguat 20, 1568,

The journey scross the plains was long and hard. They follcwed the
Platte. River which was dangerous to cross because of the quick-sands, The
Big Sandy Mountains were also difficult To cross. Tha sand was so deep that
the oxen could go only a few steps at a time, Everyone who was able had %o
walk, --men, women and children.  Wood was scarce and it was hard to gather
enough to sven make fires %o cook with .

Due %o extreme heat, there was much sickness. Mary had sunstroke and
became very 1ll. The JFourney was extremely difficult for her, She grav
very thin. Her wedding ring slipped from her finger and was lost in bthe
deep sand. It was her most valued possession, and snhe regrastted that it
Wwas never recovered, ¥lary was placed in one of the wagons %0 ride, because
of her weakened condition. The two young:daughters alsc required much care,
but with the help of her good husband Reuben, they reached Lhne Salt Lake Valls
They lived in the Seventh Ward on First iWest between Third and Fourth South.
Reuben worked on the great tabernacle and other buildings.

After a short stay in Salt Lake, the Fowkes famlly moved to Coalvill
Utah, They built the first rock house in Coalville, .. It was made of [l
rocks, and the childrsn helpsd by carrying small rocks in their aprons to
in the chinks, In this houss snohhar daunghter, %veline Maes was born on e}
1, 1369, This guaint little rock home inspired Ceorge Beard, the well-knowr
Utah asrtist to pairnt it, He titled the picture, "The Fowkes Homestesd,”
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~Renben, as 1 have stated, was a civil englinser in tnegland, and
inr to this country brought nis surveying sialpment with him, e
worle o0 Lhe preat ta-ernacie and obher buildings in 3alt lLoke, as

so prospechied and surveyed landa, and feund cogl for the Uni

ny at Grasa Cresk, Utzah, and at Ciumberls 7
ez, He worked on the Union Pacifiec tunnel in weber canyon.
st2r mine superiniendent at Almy, Wwycming, Tfor many ysars, Mary
ss-makasr in the commurmity. She also made and gold candles, which wsre
in damand at that time,
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Feuben Fowkes assisted in thes soclal life of the community by directing
a Home Oramatics Club in Cozlville, In her chlldhccd years, little Evelina
Mas (sh2 was always callsd just "Maze",) had parts in many plays, Shs eapeac-
ially enjoyed playing the vart of Little Eva in "Uncle Tom's Cabin."
Ze3 ramily left Coalville, After Mr, Fowkes worked for
Superintendent of the Almy mines, he then took up a
2zr River, in Ulnta County, wyoming, “*n the boolk,
", by Elizabeth Arnold Stone, We read:

Iin 1374 the Fow

a number of years &s

homestead on lowsr 3

"History of Uinta Couniy
"It is interesting Lo note that the Fowkes name, dside from veing perpat-

uated among us in the line of their descendants, who are among our forsmost

cltizens, has been civen a lasting place in ths geological history of the

- country.in the "Fowkss Formation" that comes %o the surface on the Fowkes

ranch sbout six milss bzlow Almy." This formation is commonly known as

"The Fowkes Bads" in geological strata, .

(I add, parenthstically: The 1little daughter Eveline Mae, who was born
In the 1ittle rock nouse in Coalville, Utah, grew to womsnhood and was marrisd
to William John Starkey in the Logan Temple on Octcvber 13, 1888, William
vwas also a convert to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Eng- -
land, and came to this country for the Gospel's sake, They became the parents
of eight children, -five girls and three boys, I being the fourth girl.) '

This history would not be complets without making mention of the Indians
who rozmed this westsrn land at that bims. Chisf Washakie was a very gcod
friend of the Fowkes family, +He was a welcome visitor in their home. Hs was
of the Shoshone tribe, which is the tribe most closely associated with western
Wyoming, No Indian names stands out so prominently as "Chier Washakie", and
i1t is said that of 21l the Indians, he worked most consistently for the good
of his peonle, He was born in 180l bescame chilef at the age of 19, and was
the leader of his tribe for nearly eighty years. They were the years of the
greatest Indian trouvles through which the country ever passed, when the white
men, often through nscessity, often from selfish motives, were steadily en-~ .
¢roaching on the hunting grounds of this once independent people, Chierf
Washakle possessed 2 natural dignity that commandasd rsspect. But he did not
like the Arapahces, and when greeting btheir chiefs, instead of shaking hands
as with an equal, he would eoldly extend two fingers, kesping the other fine- .
ers clenched, which was the Indian way of showing distrust, It might be daid
nere .that the Shoshones and the Arapshoes seldom intermarry. Each looks on
the other with true tribal pride and prejudice. (Infa. from "History of
Uinta County", by Elizabeth Arnold Stons, an acquaintance of mine,?

‘ The following is a true story, I have often heard my mother; Mae, the
little girl in this history, tell it:

. When my grandparents, Rueben and Mary Fowkes were living at their ranch
home on’ Bear River, one day they left to go to the town of Evanston, same .
twelve or thirteen miles distant, to do some shopping . Two of their daught-
ers, Bdith and Mae, were to stav at home until their oarents returned.



Late in the afternoon the girls decided to go down into the field and
drive the. cows home, ready to be milked by their father, when hs returned.
They were sure he would be returning soon, :

While they wers in the willows by the river, they glanced toward the
winding road, and wsre delipghted when they saw a zloud of dust, They werse
bappy because their parents were coming home at last!

But their delight turned to dismay, because as they watched, they soon
overad that it wasn't their father and mother, but INDIANS! Mae and

ran into the willows to hide, and would probably have remained unnoticed
Indlans, bkad not the little dog that was with them kept rurnning in and
.;ha bushea, and when he saw the horses, gave several sharn barks.

ls called g, and tried to guiet him and keep him hldden, but 1%

& ndisns had seen him. ‘Knowing that someone must bs there
rode their horses down . to the Liﬁld Edith and Mae ran
hey had been seen, The Indisns followed them, keeping thsi
on the little girl's hesls, The girls ran as L&St as they
inr all thes way homs. When they 1"oeacr«‘d home, the girls
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o lock the dea”, but the Indians were too ﬂulck for then,
I snad open the door, ““d went 1nside, - They
Wl Afyb dsmanding Luat they be given “piglhas’
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"with safaety. The girls were wishing desperately that their parents would
me, : -
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Une of the Indians kept watch at the door. Presently he sald something
in an excited voice to ths others, and peinted down the road, They all
rushed outside, got on their horsea, and rode rapidly away. The Indian
wno had lept watch had told the others that somsone was coming around the
curve of the hill, Sure enough, it was Reuben and Mary. Hever had the
zirls hesn g0 glad Ic sse their parsnts. They had arrived just in Lime!l-

Reuben and Mary sald that the Indians had passed them with a whoop and
a2 vell, whioning thsir horses and driving them like mad. This was several
miles back down ths road, They were afraid that these wild men were up to
some mischief, and they drove as fast ag they could, knowing the little girls

would ve frightened, and probably in great danger,

. Mr. Fowkez told Chief Washakie about the incident, and how the Indians
had behaved, The Chief liked the TFowkes family. = He had often eaten meals
in their home, Chlef Washakie severly rebuked the Indians, and told them
they must never bother these good people again, After that they had no moras
trouble with thé Indians,

Concluding this history, I want to state that Reuben and Mary Fowkss had
thirteen children 'in all, three of whowmdied in Anfancy. The other ten all
married|and reared honorable and respected families, who were good citizens
of the country, They were Edith Elizabeth Fowkes VWanlass, Esther Ellen Fowkes
Thomas, Eveline Mae Fowkes Starkey, Caroline Annie Fowkes Herris, Mary
Lenorah Fowkes Harris, Reuben- William Fowkes, Charles Martimer Fowkes,
Katherine Fmma Fowkes Sellers, Richard Barras Fowkes, Ernest Fowkes, Ethel
Violet Fowkes and Luch Fowkes (twins), Joseph Valentine Fowkes.

Reuben passed away in Almy, Wyomlng, on Fsbruary 2, 1892, of what is
now believed to have been apprendicltis, and Mary died in Evanston on March
9, 1915, of pneumonia, Their final resting place is in the Almy, Wyoming, .
cemetery, Lo

Describing my dear- grandparents: Grandfather Reuben Fowkes was about
five feet, ten inches tall, had blue-grey eyes, and brown hair. He was of
mediibm stature, Grandmother Mary Bacon Fowkes was small in stature, dark,
brown eyes and black hair, She was one of five sisbters: Mary, Elizabeth,
Ann, Lucy, and Catherine :Bacon.

(Grandfather Rudber Fowkes followed the advice of church authorities
and married-a second wife. She was Catherine Bacon, a sister to
Mary. To Reuben and Catkherine two children were born: Lillian and
Samuel H, Plke Fowkes.) They all got along well together. )



THE STATE OF wYOMING
EXZCUTIVE DEFARTMENT
' C}E?KENWE .
October 19, 193D
Mr, and Mmg, William J, Starkey, :
‘Evanston, Wyoming.
Dear Mr, =2nd Mrs. Starkey:
To have had so many of your friends and relatives cslebrate
~with you 51 the occasion of your golden wedding anniversary must
have been one of the happiest times of your lire. :
, It 13 clear you have weathered the storms of 1ife togetnsr
in a manner which, to say the least, should prove an example in
this changing and hurrying world of ours, May you celebrate
many mora anniversarics together!
With kind regards, I am
: ‘ Sincerely - :
- LESLIE A MILLER
Governor

#

The Uinta County Herald had a lovely article about them, in which it
said, "They are a grand old couple. They command and enjoy the respect of

all who

know them.,? They lived to c¢celebrate fifty-eight years of married

1ife before dad nassed away at the age of 85y and mother eight years later
at age qlghty aix.

Some of the Church and clvic positions that William J, Starxey held are
as follows:

-Sdmé of

Firat Assistant in the Sunday School, Spring Valley, 1904
President of Young Men's Mutual Improvament Ass'n, Spring Valley.
Secong Assistant in the Sunday School, Cumberland.
Superintendent of Sunday School, Red Canyon, Almy.
A Bishop's Counselor for over thirty years:

In Spring Valley; in Cumberland; in Evanston. -

‘A Genealogy Staks Board Member..

A Patriszvrch to the Woodruff Stake at the time of his death in 1947,
the Civic Positions he held:
Flacted to Board of Education ("School Trustees" at Cumberland. He
. Wwag treasurer and Clerk of Board.
Elected to office of County Commissionsr of Uinta County, 1922 - 1926,



_ May Fowkes Starkey was very active in church work also, attending church
meetings regularly, She was a counselor to Mrs. Zing Taggart in the Woodruis
Stake Rellel Soclety, and was a block teacher in that organization for many
Years, She wag scugnt after to glve readings on many programs, and many, nany
people marveled at her talents, her abillty, and her memory. She was zlso a
good alto singer. Not long before she died, I remembsr sitting in a Sacramesnt
meeting beside her, and and marveling at hér beautiful alto voice. tHer tonas
were go sweet and true., | And at that age! . She was also a member of the
Daughters of Utah Pioneers.

Fight children in all were born to William John and Eveline Mae Starkey:
Laura, Lillian, Gladys, Lenora, William Francis, Charles Ernest, Iva Lucille,
eand Leslie Emerson, Bill never married, All the rest have been married in
the Temple, with the exception of Leslie. His wife, Joan Carpenter, appeared
to -be interested in the church, but after marriage she affiliated nerself with
the Presbyterian Church, I am thankful that we all have a testimony of the

spel; that we are "true to the faith that our parents have cherishsd, and
ne to the truth Tcr which martyrs have perished.” lie hope to pass our
sritage- on to our children,
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¢ exceptionally kind, wise, and wonderful parents. We owe them a
sratitude, I want to say thils about our father, the head of the
mnd a true Fatriarch:

[

1d would be better i1f there were rore men like him, He was kind
and ¢ generous, loyal, likable, end hsd a wdnderful sense of humor,

iz waz mos rtainly entitlad to hear the Priesthood of Cod. He practiced
wnas ha nreachad, zvarybody liked him, Hs loved his family with a deep and
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abidinz love. I remenmter when I was a child, how he would get up and make
a fire to get the nouss wWarm for the family. In those day there was no such
thing ss automastlc h2aat, I wishad fervently that in some way things could
be rads eagier for:nim, . When we would geb up bu gel diesssd, ke would Lold
our shoes and stockinzs over the coal stove to warm them for us before we put
tbum on,. He would bring us svecial .treats home on baturday night, and sing,
Saturday night is =y dellght, and so is Sunday Horningz, but Sunday noorn coms3
too gocn, and so doss ¥onday morning.,” dJust a silly little ditty, but he
always sang good nasuredly, and created a mood of jollity and gocd humor in
the home, He demcnstrated his love for us in numerous ways,

I like this 1little poen. It reminds me of Dad.
"HEART'S ECHO,"

Footateps have sometimes & way of speaking.

I remember my Father's, when he came seeking
A child, who nlghtly played a gene,
" vihile listening to hear him call her name,
Always I tried to guess, as I lay,

From my Pather's tread, the trend of the day.
I his step was cautious and somewhat zlow,
Things had happened just so-and-so;

If his walk was light, with & hint of hurry,
I knew that his day had brought little worry;
If his foot was heavy, the sound would tell
That somehow things had not gone well.

But heavy or light,-or in between,

When he reached my door his face was serene;
Even by flicker of candle light

Hia smile had a radiance that filled the night
With something only a2 child can feel,

Lighter than thistle, stronger than sfteel.
And now, as I watech white stars grow clear,

I know it's a faraway echo 1 heapr--

And not what I thought, too joyous to bear--
The sound.of llght steps on the Golden Stair,



"Pad passed away on July 17,‘19u?, at 05, I remember the night before
he died he celled me and sang "Happy Birthday", a&s my birthday was July 16.
He was quite active up tg the 1ast but did kave some arthritis a few months
before he died, thet gave him qulte a lot of paln and troubls.

Mother 1ived until June 8, 1655. She was in good physical and mental

health. She passed away in my home at age 86. Their final resting placs
'is in the Bvanston, Wyoming cemetery. .

Description of Dad: Description of Mother:

Height: about S5'11". ' Height: about 5'3 or L ",

Hair, brown in younger .years, Hair: dark brown, later in 1life, light zre¢
grey later. Had a very Eyes: brown,
good head of halr all Mother was petite and dainty.

his life.
myes: blue-grey
Stature: he had a very good
phy31que,~~snraipht
and tall, ang always

carried himsslf well.

.Disposition:jovial and happy.

Some people have said she remindad
them of 2 Dresden doll, This resal.
describes her more than a profusion
of words could, Shas tool pride in
her spnearance, and always 1iked %o
look nice,



