Letter Bullet Points UPDATED  1/12/2009
1. The siting process for this corridor has been flawed from the beginning. Not one of the 38 member Idaho Power siting committee was a resident of Oregon, and many affected land owners, agencies and locales were not notified at all. Direct beneficiaries are residents of two Idaho counties but this adversely affects four Oregon counties.

2. Malheur County Exclusive Farm Use land does not have to be sacrificed to Portland’s energy needs. 12-story 500 kV proposed transmission lines over rich agricultural, scenic and private land should instead be routed through designated public land corridors or in Idaho.

3. 80% of the land in Malheur County is non-resource public land. Only 10% of Malheur County is farmground, but the corridor goes over 30 miles of private land. 
4. Transmission lines will interfere with best farm practices, including sprinkler irrigation and aerial spraying, take acres of prime farmland out of production, lower dairy cow productivity, cause harm to scenic, historic, recreational, radio communications and threatened species values, and lower employment and tax revenues in a marginal income area.

5. Oregon already hosts over 250 miles of this 298-mile project from Boardman through Umatilla, Union and Malheur counties before it crosses into Idaho, to return again to cross the Snake River three times onto Malheur County farmland before it finally ends in Hemingway, southwest Idaho and thus avoids crossing Idaho private property and farmland.
6. The proposed Sand Hollow substation should be moved to north of Payette.

7. Malheur County has been spared Idaho’s uncontrolled growth (and now its thousands of home foreclosures) because of Oregon land use law especially EFU which severely limits home building in favor of preserving farmland. As a result, we should not bear the burden of huge towers because Idaho thinks Malheur County is “not developed.” Idaho still has much undeveloped and public land to site transmission lines.
8. The Treasure Valley Electrical Plan (TVEP) should be taken off Fast Track and go to a slower timetable.

9. Idaho Power violated its own TVEP p. 48 “Committee Consensus “to 
a. avoid diagonal line routes, 
b. keep lines out of view sheds (Malheur Butte, Trenkel Butte, etc) 
c. use existing transmission Right of Ways 
d. use transportation corridors when it comes to Malheur County
10. Idaho Power should propose a second corridor, whether on public lands or within Idaho, that takes pains to avoid Exclusive Farm Use Property, as required by Oregon regulatory standards ORS 215.275 and OAR 345-020-0011. 
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