





December, 2008 – January, 2009
Dear Malheur County neighbors:
Many of you are aware that Idaho Power proposes to construct a 500 kV transmission line through exclusive farm use-zoned land in Malheur County in three places:  near Adrian (proposed), north of Nyssa (proposed), and near Malheur Butte (one route proposed east of Butte; one route alternate west of Butte) or Oregon Slope (alternate).   A concerned citizens’ coalition, Stop Idaho Power, has been formed as a non-profit organization.  We have met three times at Boulevard Grange with hundreds of people in attendance.  Stop Idaho Power’s primary goal is to have this line moved from exclusive farm use-zoned land in Malheur County to public land in Malheur County, Oregon, or to Idaho.  

This transmission line is the largest that is legal to be built in Oregon and consists of large metal lattice towers 120 – 190 feet tall.  The towers sit on 40’ by 40’ concrete pads. A web site, www.boardmantohemingway.com, details the route to be taken in Malheur County and the procedures for permitting through Oregon Department of Energy and the Oregon Energy Facilities Siting Council.   
A blog site has been developed to keep Malheur residents up to date on various activities and opportunities for involvement regarding this transmission line.  The address is   www.stopidahopower.blogspot.com.  

Please consider the posting of ‘No Entry for Purposes of Obtaining Easements/Rights-of-way’ signs or ‘No Trespassing’ signs (standard signs or special ones which will be made available for a small fee through Stop Idaho Power at our next meeting).  Idaho Power Company is not in a position to be requesting easements/rights-of-way for a line which has not yet been approved for construction in Oregon.  We are urging all property owners in Malheur County to deny access to their property for any purpose related to this 500 kV transmission line and to show support for this initiative to have the transmission line moved to non-farm use zoned land in our county.  
The neighbor who hands you this letter will be able to give you a phone number you may call to be kept updated on the process for siting this line, should you like to be kept informed in this fashion. Let him/her know if you’d like to be added to the email list, or let them know if you do not have access to a computer but would like additional information as well.  
Please join us for any future meetings.  A January meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 12, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the Four Rivers Cultural Center in Ontario.  

Thank you.   

Stop Idaho Power  
