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February 15, 2009

Adam Bless, Energy Facility Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy
625 Marion Street NE
Salem, OR 97301
Dear Adam:

Based on several new developments in the Boardman to Hemingway (B2H) transmission line, Stop Idaho Power (SIP) is submitting a fourth alternate route (Alternative 4) for consideration by all parties involved in this project.  

The first development is that, according to the Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) addendum Idaho Power Company (IPCo) recently submitted to Oregon’s Public Utilities Commission (PUC), the Sand Hollow Substation has been identified as an integral part of the B2H line.  You mentioned when you were here on tour that IPCo had made no mention to Oregon Department of Energy about the need for the Sand Hollow Substation.  That substation is now clearly and fully in the project as stated in the IRP addendum IPCo has submitted to Oregon PUC.  The IRP addendum also addresses a natural gas-fired, combined-cycle combustion turbine IPCo is adding, which we have been informally told will be associated with the Sand Hollow Substation.  Charts indicate that power generated from the turbine would be largely excess power, most likely to be sold on the B2H line.
The second development is that when seven IPCo personnel toured Malheur County’s exclusive farm use-zoned (EFU) land with SIP on February 12, 2009, IPCo personnel made it very clear that their intention was to build the shortest line possible over the least number of people while going through the Sand Hollow Substation somewhere between Sand Hollow and the Snake River in Idaho.  Consequently, SIP’s Alternative 2 which keeps the line on federal land to the west is not a consideration for IPCo at this time, although SIP made it clear that a spur line could easily connect on the north end from Alternative 2’s line to a substation northeast of Payette, which could function similarly to Sand Hollow Substation.  In addition, IPCo intends to go over EFU land in Malheur County due to its sparse population, in contrast to Idaho’s more densely populated areas.  This difference in population density is clearly due to Malheur County’s EFU restrictions and the lack of comparable land use laws in Idaho.  
Alternative 4 is based on the Treasure Valley Electrical Plan (TVEP) prepared by IPCo.  A 500 kV transmission loop is shown in that plan to ring the greater Treasure Valley with Hemingway and Sand Hollow Substations part of the loop.  Because Sand Hollow is now an integral part of the B2H line as presented to Oregon PUC, we are proposing that the portion of the TVEP loop which is shown to pass behind and east of Boise be built to Sand Hollow, with the B2H line then going north through Idaho east of Payette, behind Weiser and over to Oregon.  Hemingway Substation would still be built but would connect to Sand Hollow Substation from the east rather than from the west.  While additional miles would be added at present to the B2H project, IPCo would meet their ultimate goal of providing a 500 kV line around eastern Treasure Valley over the most sparsely populated areas.  
The following benefits would be realized with the eastern loop as proposed in SIP’s Alternative 4:

1)  It would meet SIP’s goal of keeping the transmission line off EFU land in Malheur County.

2)  It would meet IPCo’s goal of having a substation at Sand Hollow.

3)  It would meet IPCo’s goal outlined in the TVEP of having a 500 kV loop around most of the greater Treasure Valley area, including passing over the future building sites of the Pearl Substation and South Ada Source Substation and several other substations shown but not named on the TVEP.  Virtually the entire 500 kV infrastructure needed for full build-out of the TVEP would be met. 
4)  It would meet IPCo’s goal of impacting the least number of people, with the hills east of Boise, south of Emmett, and northeast of Payette sparsely inhabited and not farmed.

5)  It would build the first 42 miles of IPCo’s Gateway Project expected to begin in 2012, resulting in a net increase in length of only 18 miles to the 500 kV transmission line projects in the western Treasure Valley.

Maps are attached showing the TVEP loop, the currently proposed B2H route, and SIP’s Alternative 4.  While we recognize that Oregon cannot tell IPCo where to put this line, we would like to work together to make suggestions that would be satisfactory to all parties and ultimately cost-efficient.

Thank you for your help on this project.  Please add this letter and map to the comments for the Energy Facilities Siting Council.
Sincerely,

Roger Findley, Chairman
Stop Idaho Power
cc:  Dan Minor, Idaho Power Company; Marsha Leese, Idaho Power Company; Eric Hackett, Idaho Power Company; Thomas Nelson, Attorney at Law; Lucas Lucero, Bureau of Land Management; Matt Muldoon, Oregon Public Utility Commission
