Adobe Photoshop/Publishing Print & Web

Image Ready Animations

Adobe Image Ready can make animations through the use of layers. Each layer, in order, can be turned on or off, using the “eyes” in the layer palette,  in order to appear as a single cell in the animation. Animations are always saved as a Gif file.

To make an animation:

1. Open Adobe Image Ready. Begin a new project File/New, about 400x400 pixels, and make sure the Animation tab is showing on the palette and that the Layers palette is visible.

2. Place an image on the canvas, or draw an image, type in some text, or make a filled shape, etc. which will begin your animation. You may add filters if you like.

3. If you want to alter the image in some way, then right-click the image and duplicate the layer, then erase parts of your image and draw the next part of your image.
	4. If you want the effect where one image “fades” into another, then click on the little arrow at the right top of the Animations palette. Click on “tween” and put in the number of cells you want for the transition from one image to another. This will automatically add intervening cells that will make the animation transition.

5. If you want to create each animation image separately, then add a new layer for each animation cell, draw or apply your image to each new layer, and then make sure all the “eyes” turn on one at a time throughout the layers so the animation will show properly. 
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6. To view the animation, click on the “Plays Animation” arrow at the bottom of the Animation palette. You can watch it once, or an endless loop (“Forever”) Ctrl+Alt+P  to view in a browser.
7. To save your animation for viewing in a browser, “Save Optimized As” a Gif animation. View in a browser. (Make sure it is in .gif format before you save it.)
