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Adjusting Images in Photoshop

There are a number of different ways images can be adjusted in Photoshop. A bad scan or a dark or overly bright digital photo can be color corrected and adjusted in size. 

Some of the ways we can adjust an image:

1. Image/Image Size This feature is used to change image size and resolution. Remember that a low resolution image will become pixilated when it is enlarged too much. Changing size is useful when you want to print an image, to see if the finished image will fit on a printable sheet of paper (at most 8”x10”)

2. Image/Crop – Use the Marquee tool to crop extra top or sides out of a picture.

3. Image/Adjust/Auto Correct – You may try the Auto Correct feature, although many professionals would rather do their own color and brightness correction.

4. Image/Adjust/Brightness & Contrast – Brightness and Contrast can be used to compensate for too dark or overexposed images. Remember that jpg files may print out darker than they appear on the monitor. Some professionals prefer to use Levels because you have more control over the pixels and detail is not lost.

5. Image/Adjust/Levels – Don’t be afraid of using the sliders on Levels. You can achieve good brightness and contrast without losing mid tones.

6. Image/Adjust/Color Balance -  You can adjust color balance by using the sliders between the opposing colors cyan/red, magenta/green, and yellow/blue.

7. Image/Adjust/Curves –Curves adjust color balance precisely and are used by professionals for more control. You can adjust color channels (red green or blue) separately

8. Image/Adjust/Hue/Saturation –Hue is the actual color on the color wheel, while Saturation, or Chroma, is the strength or the purity of the color according to how much gray is present. Try clicking on “Colorize” to color the entire canvas the same hue. (You can use this to make Sepia prints.)

9. Filter/Sharpen/Sharpen  - The Sharpen filter is useful with blurry photos. You can use it once or twice but more than that it will make things look grainy. Also try the Unsharp Mask.

10. Filter/Noise/Despeckle  - This filter can be useful in removing speckles and spots.

11. Filter/Blur – Sometimes a Blur can even out edges so speckles seem to disappear.

