Introduction to Adobe Illustrator

Adobe Illustrator is a powerful vector illustration (drawing) program that is used in many commercial applications. Professional graphic artists often use both Illustrator and Photoshop.

The Illustrator desktop contains a plain page, or canvas, a toolbar to the left, and palettes to the right. The toolbar contains tools such as pen, pencil, brush, color picker, and shape maker.

Use the Selection arrow (toolbar, top left) to make and move selections, and the Direct Selection arrow (toolbar, top right) to manipulate nodes in conjunction with the pen and pencil tools.

If you slide your cursor all the way to the right across the toolbar selections (the tiny arrows), you can “break off” the separate tool selections and move them around. Try it!
Use the “Navigator” (top right palette) to adjust where your canvas is, or zoom in or out. 
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The Illustrator palettes contain information on the appearance of the project, color attributes and properties, text attributes, and object styles, including brushes and swatches of different colors and textures. Illustrator also includes layers that work in much the same way that Photoshop layers do.
Remember that Illustrator creates vector objects, or drawings that contain separate parts that can be manipulated separately, unlike the bitmap objects used in Photoshop.
