Digital Cameras for Teachers
Taking Pictures:

1) Hold the camera still, especially in low light situations.

2) Be aware of the difference between a) AF (Autofocus) and b) actually taking the picture. For focusing, press the shutter button down half way. You can hold it this way until you’re ready to actually snap the picture. This helps avoid shutter lag.

3) Most cameras have a pre-recorded sound when you take a picture. You can change this setting if you don’t want to/want to hear the sound.

4) Use the Macro mode for close-ups. Use the LCD screen for close-ups. Make sure you turn off Macro mode when you are no longer shooting close-ups!

5) Try different angles!

6) Use flash for fill light in bright sun.

7) Portrait mode reduces “red eye”, by flashing several times before taking the picture.

8) Flash usually only reaches up to 7 feet.

9) When taking video, the camera will be in Standby until you press down the shutter. Then it will record until you press the shutter again. Zoom does not work in video mode.

Downloading Pictures:

1) To use the cable that comes with the camera:

a) If you have Windows 98, you must install the software that comes with the camera. Windows 2000 and Windows XP SHOULD automatically find your USB cable.
b) Plug the cable into the camera and into the computer USB port. If you do not have software installed to automatically read the software, click on “My Computer.”

c) Turn on your camera.

d) You will see the Removable Drive in “My Computer.” Click on this and you will see a folder that says “DCIM.” Your pictures are inside this folder.

e) CTRL +A = Selects all pictures (Edit/Select All)

CTRL+C = Copies all pictures (Edit/Copy), leaving them on your memory card

CTRL+X = Cuts all pictures (Edit/Cut), removing them from your memory card

Open the folder you want to put your pictures in

CTRL+ V = Pastes all the pictures in your folder (Edit/Paste)
2) To use a card reader:

a) If you have Windows 98, you must install the software that comes with the card reader.

b) Plug the card reader’s USB cable into the computer USB port. 

c) Click on “My Computer.”

d) You will see several Removable Drives in “My Computer.” You’ll have to try all these until you find the one with your pictures in it.

e) Follow the instructions for 1E above: 

f) CTRL +A = Selects all pictures (Edit/Select All)

CTRL+C = Copies all pictures (Edit/Copy), leaving them on your memory card

CTRL+X = Cuts all pictures (Edit/Cut), removing them from your memory card

Open the folder you want to put your pictures in

CTRL+ V = Pastes all the pictures in your folder (Edit/Paste)

