A Way to Talk About Art

Step 1 – Describe What You See
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LINES: thick, jagged, choppy, vertical, diagonal, fuzzy, thin, curved, graceful, horizontal, straight, smooth, heavy, etc.
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SHAPES: circular, rectangular, curved, organizc, figurative, geometric, squares, triangles, angular, hard-edged, soft-edged, etc


TEXTURES: rough, smooth, shiny, soft, hard, dull, fuzzy, bristly, coarse, slick, woolly, etc.


COLORS: dark, light, bright, soft, strong, warm (reds, oranges, yellows), cool (blues & greens), complementary, neutral (brown, gray, white)


OBJECTS: people, buildings, trees, boats, animals, sky, water, rocks, etc.


Step 2 – Analyze the Design: See how all the parts are put together


BALANCE: even (symmetrical) uneven (asymmetrical)




VALUE PATTERN: Where are the light areas? Where are the dark areas?



FOCAL POINT: Where are your eyes drawn when you look at the picture?


ILLUSION OF SPACE: Deep space (see for miles) Shallow space (cannot see very far) Flat space (things do not look 3-dimensional)


Step 3 – Interpret the Meaning: What is the purpose of the artwork?

Does the artist seem to be primarily concerned with imitating nature?

Does the artist seem to be primarily interested in expressing a feeling or an emotion?

Is the artist concerned with lines, shapes, colors, textures, and with design or composition?

Words that help describe the meaning of artwork:

Strength

Fear

Loneliness
Mystery
Beauty

Hope


Peace

War

Love

Hate

Sadness

Anger

Happiness
Madness
Death

Old Age

Fun

Excitement
Courage
Adventure

Work


Lines

Complexity
Color

Simplicity

Step 4 – Judgement: How do you feel about this picture? Do you like it or dislike it?


List its strengths.


List its weaknesses.

